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Pastor’s Corner 
   Very keenly on my mind for the last few months is the nomi-
nation and election of church officers.  The roles and responsi-
bilities of these elders and deacons are immense.  First Presby-
terian Church is currently blessed with a group of officers who 
are deeply dedicated and actively fulfilling their calling.  As 
you and I prayerfully and carefully consider the upcoming deci-
sion before us, we must be aware that much weight rests upon 
our shoulders as we earnestly seek the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit.  As we approach this important task, please keep in mind 
these points: 

• Our Book of Order requires that only active members of the 
church are eligible for office.  This is for sound reason: in-
active members make inactive officers.  Some folks have 
the good intention of ‘making’ someone a more active 
member by electing them to a church office.  Unfortunately, 
that never happens.  Being elected to a position of great re-
sponsibility will not make a person suddenly more responsi-
ble.  Refer to Jesus’ parable of the good steward, in which 
our Lord makes the point that we must learn to be faith-
ful/responsible in the little things before we are given re-
sponsibility for the bigger things. 

• Secondly, nominees should not be chosen as a reward for 
loyalty to the church or because someone expects to be cho-
sen.  In other words, church office is not an honorary posi-
tion in any way, shape, or form.  Church office is not about 
status or power.  It is about service to Jesus Christ, having 
the mind of Christ.  It was Jesus who said, “I have come, 
not to be served, but to serve.”  Elders and deacons are 
those people whose spirituality is rooted deeply and solely 
in their relationship with Jesus Christ, and who seek to lead 
others NOT through power, but through humble hard-
working service.  Spiritual maturity needs to be uppermost 
in our consideration of our officers.  Without such spiritual 
depth among our elders and deacons, our leadership will be 
painfully lacking. 

• Finally, having said all of that, we also understand that eve-
ryone of us is flawed and fallible.  After all, how many of 
us would have ever chosen someone like the apostle Paul to 
be a leader among us?  Take a look at his record: thrown in 
prison more than once, escaping prison, nearly beaten to 
death on a few occasions after inciting riots, accused of be-
ing spiritually inferior, accused of heresy (read Acts and 1 
& 2 Corinthians), and the list goes on.  From his resume’ 
we might be led to think that God made a huge mistake in 
calling that guy to be a leader in the early  church.  Yet we 
all know how that turned out.  Next to   

     Jesus Christ, there has been no greater influence on     

     the Christian mind than Paul of Tarsus.  None of us,    

     including Paul, are without our faults.   

   The upshot of it all is that each one of us must seek the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, giving much time to prayer, 
so that even as the Spirit leads us personally, we will 
then be led corporately. 

   May the wisdom and discernment of our Lord flow to 
and through you all, 

              ����������������������� 

   Do you enjoy reading aloud to your children, grand-
children or students?  Have you ever considered how 
you might become more a part of our corporate worship 
service at First Presbyterian Church, while doing some-
thing you’re good at and enjoy?  Well, here’s a golden 
opportunity for you!  We are once again starting our Lay 
Reading Ministry at ‘First Pres.’ with the enthusiastic 
support of our own Dr. Philip West. 

   Anyone who feels they need more information now, 
should talk the Philip or Steve Huepper.  When you’re 
ready to sign on, give your name, address and telephone 
number to Lori in the church office.  We would like to 
hold an initial organizational meeting before the end of 
August, and set up the Lay Reading schedule starting in 
September, so don’t delay.  This is an excellent opportu-
nity for anyone (including new members) to become 
more involved in First Presbyterian Church of Sanford. 

   Those who sign up will be notified of date, time and 
place of the initial meeting as soon as we have enough 
people to begin the program.  Give Lori a call today! 
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Shepherds! 

 

Have you contacted 
your sheep this  

summer? 
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