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Pastor’s Corner 
“Growing Forward Together” 

   A call from the office administrator came, informing me that a 
church member wants to make sure I’m not headed out to make a 
pastoral visit - the member hopes to see me at the church.  When 
she arrives, she hands me a batch of homemade brownies - and 
wishes me a “Happy Birthday.”  After making several pastoral vis-
its, I return to the office to find a “Happy Birthday” balloon with 
card and candy attached.  What a wonderful surprise!  An elder 
hands me directions to a fishing pond, while another invites me 
and my son to come fishing some time at his place.  Yet another 
member invites me to lunch and we share in some fellowship 
around the table.  In these and so many thoughtful ways, you con-
tinue to express your generosity of heart to me and to my family.  
In equally generous ways, you are a congregation who give of 
yourselves to the overall mission and ministry of Christ at First 
Presbyterian Church.  You are at work preparing meals for the 
many fellowship events.  You are here serving in committees, 
helping to promote the Gospel in a multitude of ways.  You are 
teaching Sunday school, teaching music, leading fellowship out-
ings, assisting in children’s worship, visiting the sick and home-
bound, maintaining and enhancing the church building and 
grounds, discipling and encouraging one another in faith, giving of 
your financial resources, giving of your time and efforts in local 
missions and outreach programs, and so much more!  Such a giv-
ing spirit is evidence of God’s Spirit at work within you all. 

   You serve as an inspiration to me regarding Christian steward-
ship.  Giving is evidence of the ongoing movement of growth in 
your spiritual lives.  This certainly is Scriptural.  Take a look 
throughout the Bible, from Old Testament through the New, and 
you’ll find that when God changes a person, self-giving becomes 
an expression of Godly lives.  In the Lord’s hands, we are shaped 
and molded to become fashioned after the very heart of God.  And 
God’s heart is generous indeed.  No one can out-give God!  As 
God continues to work within us, we become more and more open 
and willing givers - even to the point of sacrifice.  That certainly is 
the image of giving presented through God’s Son.  In Jesus, we are 
confronted with the ultimate GIVER.  Since we are called to fol-
low in His steps, we will be called on to develop such a spirit of 
generosity.  Because of this, the title of this season’s stewardship 
campaign is: “Growing Forward Together.”  Growth is on our 
minds, and should be the continual movement of our lives, as we 
move toward the fulfillment of God’s Kingdom.  Stagnation and 
the status quo should never describe us.  So we seek to grow for-
ward together in Christian stewardship.  This program officially 
begins October 15th at worship, and will culminate on Sunday, 
November 12th.  Throughout those weeks, there will be opportuni-
ties to meet with me and talk informally about stewardship, theol-
ogy, church vision, and brainstorming for the future (11am - Tues. 
Oct. 17 in the chapel, 4:30pm - Wed. Oct. 25 in the chapel,  

and 6:15pm Thurs. Nov. 2 in the chapel).  There will be 
times for meeting with members of the Stewardship & 
Budget Comm. for informal question & answer sessions 
(5:30pm - Tues. Oct. 17, 7:15pm - Wed. Oct. 25, 5:30pm - 
Thurs. Nov. 2 - all in the chapel).  Commitment Sunday 
will be Nov. 12th and will be followed that evening with a 
festive supper in the Harper Center.     

   Please come and be a vital part of worship, Christian edu-
cation and fellowship during these important and exciting 
weeks together! 

                            Yours in Christ, 

              ������������� ������� 

A congregational meeting will be held at the 
beginning of the 11am worship service on 

October 8th.  The purpose of this meeting is 
to elect officers for the class of 2009. 
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   “Let the Lord, the God of the 
spirits of all flesh, appoint 
someone over the congre-
gation who shall go out before 
them and come in before 
them, who shall lead them  

out and bring them in, so 
that the congregation of the Lord may 
not be like sheep without a shepherd.” 
                          Numbers 27:16,17 
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