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Pastor’s Corner 
 
Throughout the centuries, poets, authors, and musicians have 
waxed poetry about motherly love. In their striving to describe it 
and explain it, many have given touching portraits of the wonders 
of such love. Evident in those portrayals is the reality that those 
writers have been on the receiving end of that kind of love. I sup-
pose it should offer us a good bit of hope that despite the efforts 
of some who would ridicule such sentimentality or point out that 
not all mothers are so loving, nonetheless we persist in our high 
regard and gratitude for motherly love. I have no doubt that the 
vast majority of us in the church could share not just one but nu-
merous stories from our own lives that point to the poignancy and 
power of a mother’s love. Part of that power lies in the very 
memories of our mothers through the years. Our memories of lov-
ing moments and self-sacrificing love can touch us deeply, at a 
level that inspires us to love as we have been loved. Thus, the 
love that was first given to us, we then pass along to another. That 
is the nature of love’s power – the power to perpetuate tender-
ness, kindness, gentleness – the power to change us and lift us to 
a higher place, and even to lift others alongside us. Whenever we 
experience the kind of love that inspires us to become better hu-
man beings, I believe that is a reflection of God’s love at work. In 
this way, I believe that celebrating Mother’s Day elevates us all. 
It can become a memory maker in which we give thanks to God 
for the love we have received through the ones who have moth-
ered us in Godly ways. I know that I am everlastingly thankful for 
the love that has been given me through the years by my mother, 
and for the love I have seen my wife pass along to our children. 
Such people are truly inspirational to me, and challenge me to 
love likewise. From them I have learned much about true Godly 
love.  
  May your celebration of Mother’s Day become a day to remem-
ber and to express gratitude for the love you have received – a 
love that you can now give unto others.  
 
Yours in Christ,  
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Thank you to everyone for your 
kind expressions of care follow-
ing my recent foot surgery.  
Your calls, cards, and prayers 
have genuinely been appreci-
ated and deeply felt.  I am hum-
bled and touched by the out-
pouring of your compassion. 

Gratefully, 

Philip 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

   A report from the church treasurer indicates that $1,420.34 has been 
received for the One Great Hour of Sharing offering.  The Witness & 
Benevolence Committee and the Session would like to thank the congre-
gation for your generosity.  This money will be added to that of thou-
sands of other Presbyterian Church U.S.A. congregations to be used for 
disaster assistance, hunger and the self-development of people.  For any 
of you who were away Palm or Easter Sundays it is not too late to make 
a contribution.  A check can be made to First Presbyterian Church with 
OGHS and your offering envelope number in the memo section. 

Graduate Sunday 

   Sunday, June 3rd will be our 
Graduate Sunday for our Senior 
High Youth.  Please wear your cap 
and gown to the 11am service.  We 
will meet in the colonnade at 
10:45am.  If you have a graduating 
senior, please contact Susan in the 
church office.  Thanks! 
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Shepherds Dinner 
Shepherds, join us for a dinner on Monday, May 

21st at 6pm in the Harper Center.    
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Singles’ Luncheon 
   The Singles’ Luncheon will be held Wed., 
May 16th at 12pm in the Harper Center.  Dr. 
West will present the program this month.  He 
will give an overview of his recent Bible 
study of Islam.  Bring a friend! 

   Please call the church office no later than 
Monday, May 14th to make your reservation. 
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Women’s Circles 
Some women have expressed a desire to be assigned to 

a morning circle that meets at the church.  Reasons: 

• To utilize and enjoy our wonderful facility. 

• To have a meeting location known to all members. 

If you desire to be placed in a circle of this kind, please 
call Pat VanderHoek at 499-6489 or  

Donna Robertson at 919-542-1354. 
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