
���������	�
����


��������
�

����������	
�������

������


��������

Pastor’s Corner 
     Happy New Year to all!  The start of a new year is, for many 
people, an opportunity to make a new start in different areas of 
their lives.  Such can be true also for churches.  I think, how-
ever, that you cannot say “hello” to the new until you’ve said 
“goodbye” to the old.  You can’t move to a new place (take that 
as literally or metaphorically as you choose) until you’ve said 
the appropriate “goodbye” to that old place.  Moving from the 
old places and ways to new places and ways requires some 
thoughtful, intentional transition.  This applies to jobs, relation-
ships, homes, habits, lifestyles, perspectives, etc.  We find if 
difficult to take hold of the new unless we have first released 
our grip on the old.  Saying goodbye to the past doesn’t simply 
mean that it is gone forever, but rather affirms all the ways that 
the things of yesterday will always be a part of us.  The people, 
experiences, and places have left their imprint on our lives, hav-
ing touched us, having influenced us in so many ways.  In fact, 
it is our remembrance of all those people and experiences that 
inspires us to move into the future.  The writer of Hebrews ex-
pressed it well: “Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so 
closely, and run with perseverance the race that is set before us, 
looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith…” (12:1)  
The “cloud of witnesses” is all the people who have helped to 
build our faith, who have drawn us into deeper maturity, and 
who have been the voice of encouragement throughout our 
lives. 

   A new year can be likened to a doorway, which, as you walk 
through it, you glance back over your shoulder to appreciate 
where you’ve been, but look forward to where you must go.  
You cannot remain in the threshold, standing forever between 
the past and the future.  You must keep pressing forward. 

   On Sunday, January 14th, we will be saying hello and good-
bye to some of our church’s leaders.  As new officers are or-
dained and installed, we also bid farewell to those who have 
served Christ so faithfully during the last three years.  We give 
thanks to God not only for the men and women who have dem-
onstrated such depth of commitment and effort in the past, but 
also to those who have stepped forward to fulfill that role for 
the next three years.  May God bless you and keep you, making 
all that you do in His name to bear fruit for the Kingdom! 

    Yours in Christ,    

       ������ 
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Dear Church Family, 

   I thank you for many kindnesses, cards 
and visits and especially for your prayers 
for my recovery. 

   It is good to be home again and enjoying 
its daily blessings.  I hope to be driving 
soon and able to get back to church. 

  Love and Gratitude, 

  Katherine Cameron 

Singles’ Luncheon 
The Singles’ Luncheon will be held  

Wednesday, January 17th at 12pm 
in the Harper Center.  The ladies 
from Circle #7 will be hostesses.  

Please call the church office by 
Monday, January 15th to make your 

reservation. 
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Live Nativity 

   The Live Nativity was once again a wonderful addi-
tion to the Christmas activities at FPC this year.  
Many families participated in the Nativity and many 
of you drove through to see our version of that special 
night. 

   Many people helped behind the scenes.  Leah Ter-
rell baked 300 cookies and Barbara Dymond prepared 
the hot chocolate and provided pizzas for the children 
in the Nativity.  Randy & Donna Robertson and 
Susan Norris helped serve refreshments.  Katrina 
Johnson, Lisa McClelland and Penny Shields helped 
with costumes and organizing shifts of participants.  
What a great opportunity to work together and share 
the true meaning of Christmas in our church and com-
munity. 
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