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Pastor’s Corner 

   The following is taken from an announcement made Sunday, January 
14th: As we reflect on last year, one of the areas in which we can see some 
promise is the financial picture, as the year ended in “the black.”  Certainly 
this was not accomplished without some revision of the budget, and the 
congregation stepping forward to meet the challenge.  In the end, however, 
the finances of the church did end on a positive note.  For that we all are 
grateful!  The Lord has been so good to us, and THROUGH us - for through 
this congregation, through those financial gifts, innumerable lives are 
touched and helped daily.  The hungry receive food, the sick receive care, 
abused spouses and children find shelter and safety, the lonely are be-
friended, the lost receive guidance, the hopeless are encouraged, children 
and adults are being educated, the homeless gain a place to stay, and the 
good news of Jesus Christ is shared.  As God’s Word says it, “ we are 
blessed to BE a blessing.”  And so we are.  

   A significant part of the blessing we have been given is the Harper Center, 
in which we receive and offer opportunities for worship, fellowship, educa-
tion, physical and spiritual nurture, alongside a wide variety of ways in 
which this community enjoys its beautiful facilities. 

   Even so, every blessing is also a responsibility.  We currently have the 
responsibility of servicing the debt on the Harper Center.  As of December 
31, 2006, we owed $1.287 million on the Harper Center.  Presently, the cost 
for servicing that debt is $100,000 a year, which, for now is only paying the 
interest on that loan from our general fund.  This three-year interest-only 
loan is intended to be a stop gap measure, and will conclude at the end of 
2008.  Knowing this, the stewardship & budget committee has been consid-
ering ways of paying off the remaining balance.  A few of those options 
have included: extending the loan for another 3 years, if possible; getting a 
long-term mortgage; or having another capital campaign. 

   God’s goodness has come through to us in yet another way.  Several 
weeks ago, ANOTHER option was revealed.  A member of First Presbyte-
rian Church came to me with this generous and serendipitous proposal: Cer-
tain anonymous members of the church are willing to offer a challenge gift.  
That is, if the congregation will pledge to help pay the debt on the Harper 
Center, these anonymous donors will match those gifts, as much as 
$300,000 perhaps even $500,000.  The reason I am informing you of this 
now, is the fact that YOU MAY have already heard this from someone else.  
Although the stewardship committee has tried to maintain discretion in dis-
cussing this idea, it seems that the cat got out of the proverbial bag, and 
members of the congregation have been heard talking about this proposal 
throughout the church hallways.  It seems that such exciting news is just too 
good to be kept a secret for long!  So, I come to you via the stewardship 
committee, with the news that this is in fact, a reality. 

   It truly is an answer to prayer, and it presents us with a terrific opportunity 
to possibly retire this tremendous debt.  That, in turn, has the potential to 
free us to accomplish so much more in terms of mission and ministry, out 
from under the burden of such a debt. 

   Further information and updates about the details of this campaign will be 
forthcoming, as they are worked out through he stewardship committee and 
the session.  We all eagerly look forward in anticipation of beginning this 
program as soon as plans are set in place. 

   May the Lord bless you and keep you all,  

            ������ 
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Susan’s Workshop Times 

   I will be attending continu-
ing education workshops in 
Philadelphia, PA from Tues., 
Jan. 30th - Sat., Feb. 3rd.  I 
will be out of the office from 
Feb. 8th - 13th attending a 
Youth Workshop in Indiana.  
And March 23rd - 25th I will 
be attending a Children’s 
Ministry Workshop in At-
lanta.  I am very excited to 
learn more from these work-
shops and the participants in 
the classes.  I look forward to 
the experience and opportu-
nity to bring new ideas for 
our congregation!      
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   “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does 
not enter the sheepfold by the gate but 
climbs in by another way is a thief and a 
bandit.  The one who enters by the gate is 
the shepherd of the sheep. 
   John 10:1&2 
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Singles’ Luncheon 
   The Singles’ Luncheon will be held Wed., 
Feb. 21st.   This month’s program is “Who 
gets grandma’s yellow pie plate” presented 
by Susan Condlin from the NC Extension 
Agency.  Do not miss this informative pro-
gram on a subject that we do not want to 
think about but MUST.  We want to prevent 
dissention in our families and this program 
will stop them before they can begin.  Bring 
a friend. 

   Please call the church office no later than 
Monday, Feb. 19th to make your reserva-
tion. 
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