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Pastor’s Corner 
     Ah, Christmas!  Christmas sounds are in the air.  Christmas 
lights shine before our eyes.  Christmas aromas caress our noses, 
and even Christmas flavors tingle our taste buds.  Christmas has 
become a very sensory-laden experience, it seems.  The way our 
world celebrates Christmas caters to our feelings - not just the 
physical sensory perceptions, but also to our emotional feelings as 
well.  For many people, Christmas is loaded with memories that 
spark sentimentality - complete with warm smiles and laughter, or 
with bittersweet tears.  It seems to me that the way we celebrate 
this season tends to magnify our emotions, placing a focal point all 
too squarely on ourselves.  What I’m getting at is that the focus of 
Christmas should not be on self, but on Christ.  

     What really should be the natural flow of the Christmas experi-
ence has become more of a challenge than it ought to be.  Allow 
me to offer one very simple way of pursuing a more Christ-
centered Christmas - Sunday School attendance.  I know, I know, 
you were hoping maybe for some deep and clever spiritual insight 
or a radical new spiritual discipline to practice.  In this regard, I 
suppose I am simply ‘old school.’  Yet, doesn’t it make sense that 
we make every effort to get to know the One who’s birth we cele-
brate, alongside others who share a common faith and a common 
desire to know Him and love Him? 

     Every time a child is baptized at church, we take a vow that we 
will do everything within our power to influence that child to grow 
to know and love and serve Jesus Christ.  One of the most obvious 
ways to do that is right under our very noses.  It is offered every 
Sunday.  All you have to do is make sure that you and your chil-
dren are there, too.  It’s not complicated at all.  However, it does 
require one thing - plain old effort.  I recall my parents taking my 
brother and sister and I to Sunday School very regularly - often in 
spite of our protests and complaining.  I’m certain my parents 
sometimes wondered if it was worth all their hard work to get us 
there.  It would have been so much easier for them to sleep in and 
rationalize that it was for the sake of “family time.”  Today, I be-
lieve my love for Jesus Christ was, in many ways, inspired by my 
parents’ unrelenting dedication to our Christian education.  Be-
cause THEY valued our Christian education, WE learned the value 
of Christian education. 

     So, this season, let Christian education become a priority.  
Don’t let Christmas merely stir your senses and emotions.  Let it 
become an opportunity to stir your mind and spirit!  Yes, Christ-
mas is so much more than warm memories, decorations, and gifts.  
Christmas transcends all our self-centered ways of celebrating the 
season.  Christmas moves us beyond ourselves to Christ, the Son 
of God. 

    Peace and Joy, 
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   v. 8 - In that region there were shepherds liv-
ing in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night.   

   v. 15 - When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has taken place, which the 
Lord has made known to us.” 

   v. 17 - When they saw this, they made known what 
had been told them about this child; 
    Luke 2:8,15,17 
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