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Pastor’s Corner 
   The cross of Jesus stands empty before the sky.  The tomb of 
Christ remains bodiless before our eyes.  Such is the nature of the 
power of God.  Easter is a startling, earth rattling, reality warping 
expression of the nature of God’s power - power that brings life.  
Isn’t that refreshing?!  Especially in our times, when many religious 
leaders tend to tout the power of God to bring death and destruction, 
we need the Easter truth to sound throughout the world.  The truth of 
Easter is that we worship the God of life!  No, God is not on a ram-
page throughout the earth seeking to hurt, or  to kill, or to destroy.  
That may be a human definition of power, but that certainly is not 
God’s expression of power - not in Jesus Christ.  In Christ, God is 
revealed as the power of life, the power to heal, the power to build 
up, the power to make all things new!  In the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the tomb, we discover that the greatest expression of 
God’s power is LIFE.  In Easter, God overcomes death with life.  
Life-giving power is what God is all about.  Easter is God’s excla-
mation point at the end of that statement.  Easter is God’s way of 
proclaiming: “Just in case you didn’t notice, I really am into the 
whole life-giving thing!” 

   So the next time you hear that this disease, or that disaster is God’s 
wrath on some person or some group of people, remember Easter.  
Whenever you hear that some religious leader has claimed that God 
is calling for a “holy war” against someone, remember Easter.  
Easter is the ultimate expression of God’s intention for the world.  
That intention is LIFE!!  In Easter, death has been swallowed up by 
life.  In Easter, despair has been trumped by hope.  In Easter, what 
appeared to be the end was only the beginning.  In Easter, what 
seemed like a failure has been transformed into a victory!  Jesus is 
not dead...He lives!!  The Lord of the resurrection is the Lord of you 
and me.  May we all learn to see life through the lens of Easter. 
   

    Together in Christ,   

     ������ 
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Stephen Ministry 
   The Stephen Ministers and Stephen Leaders of FPC were invited by 
the Triangle Area Stephen Ministry Coordinators, Judy Rogers, Betty 
Bennett and Ron Bostick, to attend a meeting in Raleigh on Sat., Feb. 
24th at North Raleigh UMC.  Those who attended were Flora Perry, Lou 
VanBruggen and Betty Womble.  Special music was provided by Wins-
low Stillman and Laurie DeJong Gartland and a music sing along en-
joyed by all.  We had a group of 200 Stephen Ministers and Stephen 
Leaders in attendance. 

   Our first speaker, David Crabtree - WRAL-TV newsperson, also or-
dained minister, and Stephen Minister, shared a great message that in-
spired each of us.  Laura Benson, Methodist Minister and Director of 
PLM Families Together, gave us lots of ways to broaden our caring min-
istry. 
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   Lorene Glasscock (Joyce Mann’s 
mother) is now back at her home in 
Mocksville, NC.  Thanks to everyone 
who visited Lorene at Parkview. 
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   ...there were (are) shepherds living in the 
fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 

 
   Luke 2:8    
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Singles’ Luncheon 
   The Singles’ Luncheon will be held 
Wed., April 18th.  This month Lynetta 
Martin will present a program on quilt-
ing.  The ladies of the Hospitality Com-
mittee will prepare lunch.  Bring a 
friend. 

   Please call the church office no later 
than Monday, April 17th to make your 
reservation. 
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